Minority Student Education at GSU

Georgia State University is the second largest research university in the University of Georgia System, serving more than 50,000 students annually. GSU has a long history of educating and graduating minority students.  In the past 10 years, GSU’s student population has remained stable at approximately 45% minority.  The majority of these students are African American, reflecting in part the minority composition of Georgia, but Hispanic, Asian, and other ethnic minorities are also well represented. 
The state of Georgia has a unique scholarship and grant program (HOPE) that provides students with financial assistance in degree, diploma, and certificate programs at eligible Georgia public and private colleges and universities, and public technical colleges. Since the HOPE Program began in 1993, over $3.8 billion in HOPE funds have been awarded to more than 1.1 million students attending Georgia's colleges, universities, and technical colleges. A large number of GSU undergraduate students benefit from HOPE scholarships and other forms of both needs-based and merit-based financial aid available at GSU. These are a huge draw to potential applicants to the university, especially in a difficult economic environment.  For graduate level students, GSU provides a large number of Graduate Teaching and Research Assistantships to reduce the burden of the cost of graduate education. 

In addition to financial aid, GSU has various programs that help prepare students for entering undergraduate and graduate level degree programs.  One example is the Ronald E. McNair Post Baccalaureate Achievement Program designed to prepare promising underrepresented undergraduate students for graduate studies leading to the attainment of the Ph.D.  In addition, there are special offices for minority student advisement and many groups that exist specifically to support minority students at the undergraduate and graduate levels during their educational journey (eg. Minority Advising Program, Office of African-American Student Services and Programs, Black Student Alliance, Minority Graduate Student Alliance, Minority Pre-Med/Pre-Dental, to name a few).  

Perhaps a greater sign of GSU’s commitment to minority education are the retention and degree completion rates for these students at GSU. Over the past 5 years, an average of 50% of GSU undergraduates and 32% of GSU graduate students completing degrees (all degree programs) were classified as members of minority populations. With nearly half of our undergraduate student body classified as non-white, GSU ranks fifth nationwide in the number of bachelor’s degrees granted to African-American students (The Education Trust report. January 28, 2010).  Moreover, GSU ranks first in the preparation of minority teachers.  Clearly, Georgia State University is committed to the successful education of minority students at all levels.

