Intellectual Property Activity at GSU – FY09
Intellectual property (IP) activity at Georgia State University continues to steadily progress due to the strong focus on life science research, and the increased visibility of the technology and commercial development programs and staff whose mission is to assist in the development and protection of intellectual property developed by Georgia State University faculty, staff and students. In addition, they promote the transfer of technology in an effort to provide benefit and support to the university’s research and educational mission, to enhance the urban and state economy, and to provide access to that intellectual property to the general public in a manner that is consistent with the university’s academic principles. The university’s intellectual property committee is charged with fostering the commercialization of technology invented by researchers at Georgia State University. The committee meets as often as monthly to review any intellectual property disclosures filed by university researchers, then makes recommendations to the vice president for research regarding patentability and marketability of each invention. The GSU Research Foundation has the official responsibility to develop and commercialize intellectual property developed at GSU, at the discretion of the vice president for research. 
In 2009, IP disclosures nearly doubled from the previous year, while the number of patents awarded remained steady.  The number of patent applications decreased from 2008, but the overall trend in the past 5 years has been a steady increase. The result of this general increase in IP activity was a 44% increase in royalty revenue from the previous year and a continued increase in revenue over 5 years.

