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It has become common in University settings to integrate reading and writing assessment in tests of English Proficiency. One of the criticisms of these tests is that there is a possibility that students will rely too closely on the vocabulary and syntactical structure in the source text. If this occurs, then there is a possibility that their proficiency will be misrepresented and therefore improperly assessed (Hyland, 2009). Forty essays that were derived from the GSTEP (Georgia State Test of English Proficiency), a standardized English proficiency test administered to international students at Georgia State University (Weigle, 2004), and were analyzed with a coding scheme designed by Dr. Ling Shi (2004) to determine the frequency of textual borrowing or “patchwriting” from the reading passages provided by the assessment. The results were analyzed by student group (international graduate students vs. resident undergraduate students) and by test form (two different essay topics with different readings). The results show that the overall average amount of borrowed words in each essay was only 10%, but that there is a great inconsistency in the amount of patchwriting by resident students across topics. The implications of these findings suggest that patchwriting was not a serious threat to the validity of the test. However, the inconsistency of borrowing across topics might illustrate a need for revision in that area. This research is important because it evaluates the need for modification of instruction and assessment in order to prevent institutions of higher learning from committing acts of discrimination while maintaining high standards of academic contribution. 

