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area attractions
Fun and meaningful things to see  
and do
•	 �Carter Presidential Library  

and Museum
•	 Centennial Olympic Park
•	 CNN Center
•	 Georgia Aquarium
•	 High Museum of Art
•	 Martin Luther King Jr. Center
•	 World of Coca-Cola
•	 Zoo Atlanta

shopping, sports &  
entertainment scene
These venues are all within walking 
distance of Georgia State
•	 Balzer Theater
•	� Georgia Dome – home of the 

Falcons (and in 2010, the Georgia 
State Panthers football team!)

•	 Peachtree Center
•	� Philips Arena – home of the  

Hawks and Thrashers and a  
major concert venue

•	 Rialto Center for the Arts
•	T he Tabernacle
•	T urner Field – home of the Braves
•	 Underground Atlanta
•	 �Too many clubs and restaurants  

to mention!

major corporations & 
nonprofits
Atlanta is home to dozens of Fortune 500 
and 1000 companies and is a magnet for 
national nonprofits 
•	T he Home Depot
•	 UPS
•	T he Coca-Cola Company
•	 Coca-Cola Enterprises
•	D elta Air Lines
•	 Southern Company
•	 SunTrust Banks
•	 Genuine Parts
•	 Newell Rubbermaid
•	 Beazer Homes USA
•	 Mirant
•	 American Cancer Society
•	 Habitat for Humanity
•	 Boys & Girls Clubs of America
•	 Arthritis Foundation
•	 CARE headquarters

internship opportunities 
Here’s a cross section of places – many 
right here in Atlanta – where our students 
have had internships 
•	 State Farm Insurance
•	 CNN 
•	T urner Broadcasting System
•	 Coca-Cola Enterprises
•	 SunTrust Banks
•	 Merrill Lynch
•	 Comcast
•	 Sony Inc.
•	 Georgia General Assembly
•	D epartment of Homeland Security
•	 Scott Trade
•	 Gospel Music Channel
•	 Arch Chemicals
•	 United Way
•	 Carenet Pregnancy Center
•	 Camp Twin Lakes
•	 Rainbow Push Coalition
•	 Walt Disney World

Georgia State is one of the nation’s premier urban research 
universities, and our location in Atlanta puts you where it’s 
happening in business, sports, entertainment, the arts, media, 
healthcare, government, and more. 

campus atlanta

2 3

on-campus housing
Built for the 21st century student
Georgia State’s transition to a 
residential school is fairly recent, so 
our housing is about as modern, safe 
and comfortable as it gets. Our two 
facilities – the Commons and the  
Lofts – include apartment-style floor 
plans as well as many on-site amenities. 
What’s more, our residence halls  
are just blocks from classrooms, the  
library, the Student and Rec centers, 
and our Sports Arena – not to  
mention job opportunities, public 
transportation and entertainment.

First-time, full-time freshmen who 
submit their housing application and 
pay their room reservation fee by 
March 30 will be guaranteed a bed 
for the 2009/2010 academic year. 
Freshmen who apply for housing  
after March 30 will be accepted on  
a space-available basis. 

To apply or take a virtual tour,  
visit www.gsu.edu/housing.  
For additional information,  
call 404/413-1800 or e-mail  
housing@gsu.edu. 

lifestyle communities
Themed living for like-minded students
Georgia State housing features 
Lifestyle Communities, where students 
who share a common interest also 
share a floor. Each community is 
supported by planned programs 
and faculty participation, but the 
most significant interaction involves 
students themselves, who form genuine 
relationships and make life-long friends 
through a shared passion or purpose. 
Some of our Lifestyle Communities 
include: 
•	 Arts and Culture
•	 Faculty Mentor
•	 Freshman Experience
•	 Honors
•	 Living Green!
•	 Panther Leaders
•	 Quiet Community
•	 SAIL and SOAP (for sophomores)
•	 Student Support
•	 Service Learning
•	 Wellness Community
•	 Women in the 21st Century

For more details, visit www.gsu.edu/
housing/26651.html.

parking & transportation
Three options to choose from
At Georgia State, we strive to provide 
flexible parking and transportation 
options that fit your budget and 
schedule, as well as support our city’s 
goals of cleaner air and reduced traffic 
congestion. 
•	� Car: We provide parking lots at 

several locations around campus 
for students who commute and 
also provide covered parking 
for our resident students at the 
Commons and Lofts. Freshmen are 
allowed to have cars on campus. 

•	 �Public Transportation: With 
three MARTA rail stops nearby, 
we offer discounted MARTA 
cards to encourage alternate 
transportation. 

•	 �Park and Ride: PantherExpress 
shuttles get you to/from off-campus 
parking lots and around campus. 

All parking requires that vehicles 
be pre-registered and display a valid 
parking permit. For more information 
or to register your vehicle, visit  
www.gsu.edu/parking or call  
Auxiliary Services at 404/413-2063.

meal plans
Flexible and convenient
Georgia State offers two great meal 
plans that work separately or together 
– PantherMeals and PantherPoints. 
With PantherMeals, you pay a set 
amount for anywhere between 50 to 
150 meals per semester, depending on 
your needs. PantherPoints allow you to 
add items to your PantherMeals, order 
a pizza for delivery, or eat at numerous 
off-campus locations. 

PantherMeals and PantherPoints make 
it easy to get great food at a great 
value – about 21 percent off the 
suggested retail price – and you can eat 
where you want, when you want at on-
campus and area restaurants, including: 
•	 Einstein Bros. Bagels
•	 Chick-fil-A
•	 Burger King
•	 Freshen’s Smoothie Company
•	 Panther Pizza
•	 Pounce Garden
•	 Pounce Deli
•	 Plaza Café
•	 Magnolia Bistro
•	� Landmark Diner – and more 

For complete details, visit www.gsu.
edu/pantherdining.

living at georgia state
More and more Georgia  
State students are choosing  
to live right here on campus. 
It’s compact and walkable.  
It’s affordable and convenient. 
Also, there’s nothing like  
on-campus living for a 
traditional college experience, 
and studies show that 
residential students typically 
have higher GPAs and are 
more likely to graduate. 
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enrollment process
Now that you’ve been accepted, here are the steps you need to 

take to complete the enrollment process.

set up your student e-mail
PantherMail is how the University will 
communicate important information 
to you, but it’s more than just e-mail. 
PantherMail is an online community 
for Georgia State students with the 
following features and benefits: 
•	� 10GB of e‑mail space, 20MB 

attachments
•	� 5GB of online storage space with 

Windows Live SkyDrive
•	�D ocument sharing through Office 

Live Workspace
•	� Spaces to create blogs, share 

photos and more
•	� Instant Messaging

To activate your account, go to www.
student.gsu.edu. 

set up online access at 
GoSOLAR 
GoSOLAR is your online information 
portal to Georgia State, where 
you can do things like sign up for 
orientation, apply for housing, check 
your enrollment status, monitor 
your account, etc. Your AP, IB and 
CLEP credits, if any, will also show 
up here. Just go to www.gosolar.
gsu.edu/webforstudent.htm and 
click on “Student Email System,” then 
“Get Started.” When asked for your 
GoSOLAR user ID, enter your Panther 
ID number, which is included in your 
acceptance letter. Your initial PIN is the 
mm/dd/yy of your birth.  

reactivation information
If you wish to enroll for a term outside 
the academic year (fall, spring and 
summer terms) for which you applied, 
you must submit a new application 
and pay another application fee. Each 
fall semester begins a new academic 
year. For information on application 
deadlines or to reactivate, visit www.
gsu.edu/gastate_apply_online.html.

5send proof of immunization
For requirements and forms, go to 
www.gsu.edu/health. If required, 
you may get your immunizations from 
your local health department, private 
physician or from Georgia State 
University’s Health Services (must 
show proof of acceptance). For your 
immunization records to be accepted, 
they must include the following: 
1.	� Your personal information including 

full name; date of birth; Social 
Security number or student ID 
number; address.

2.	�T he doctor’s office address stamp 
(or sticker) and signature.

Please note: Submit your records early. 
Processing may take up to two weeks.  
You can contact Student Health at 
141 Piedmont Ave., Ste. D, 
Atlanta GA 30303

Phone: 404/413-1940 
Fax: 404/413-1955

4sign up for incept:  
new student orientation
All freshmen must attend Georgia 
State’s orientation program, Incept, 
led by friendly, knowledgeable 
Georgia State students. There 
will be many dates to choose 
from, depending on your term 
of entry. Each Incept session 
includes academic advisement and 
registration, a campus tour and 
an introduction to departments, 
resources and services you’ll need  
to get started and succeed at 
Georgia State. There’s also time  
for food and fun.

Incept is not mandatory for transfer 
students, although it is advised. All 
transfer students, whether or not 
they attend Incept, must complete an 
online pre-orientation session. 

As an accepted student, you will 
receive an invitation to Incept. If you 
have any questions in the meantime, 
visit www2.gsu.edu/~wwwnew.

send final transcripts
For a smooth transition to Georgia State, you must submit all final transcripts 
(high school and college, if applicable) in a timely manner. If you are still in high 
school at the time of acceptance, you must complete all College Prep Curriculum 
(CPC) courses in progress; then, upon graduation, send a final transcript from 
your high school verifying graduation and CPC completion.  

Please note: Failure to complete CPC  
requirements will invalidate your  
acceptance and you will not be able  
to register. 

Please mail final transcripts to: 
The Office of Undergraduate Admissions
Georgia State University 
P. O. Box 4009 
Atlanta, GA  30302
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freshmen learning communities
An award-winning program for new students
�As an incoming freshman at Georgia State, you’ll have the option of signing 
up for one of our Freshmen Learning Communities, a program that bundles 
courses around a common theme and allows you to study with 24 other 
students who share your interests. There are 56 FLCs within five areas of 
interest, and signing up for an FLC makes registration easy. Because this 
program creates a small, friendly community for freshmen, it can help you 
make a successful transition to college life.You’ll learn all about FLCs at 
orientation, but to learn more now, visit www.gsu.edu/ugs.

honors program
Recognizing and rewarding academic excellence
Students who meet certain academic standards are eligible for Georgia 
State’s Honors program – a selective community of learning that rewards 
achievement with a wide range of advantages and opportunities such 
as smaller classes, competitive scholarships, interdisciplinary options, 
designated housing and more. www.gsu.edu/honors

learning at georgia state
As a leading research institution, Georgia State offers innovative services and programs, along with 

state-of-the-art resources and facilities, to supplement and enhance classroom instruction. You’ll 
want to take advantage of these opportunities to get the most from your Georgia State education.

academic resources
Tools and support for your success
Our knowledgeable, caring staff will 
help you take advantage of these 
services and resources so you can get 
extra help when you need it. 
	
•	� Mathematics Assistance Complex  

provides tutoring for first- and  
second-year mathematics and  
statistics classes.

•	�T he Writing Studio  
pairs writers with experienced readers 
who engage them in conversation 
about their writing assignments and 
clarify audience expectations and 
academic genre conventions. 

•	� Language Acquisition and Resource 
Center (LARC)  
offers free tutoring as well as print, 
DVD and computer resources for 
foreign language students. 

•	�D igital Aquarium 
provides high-end workstations with 
3D, video, audio, graphic design and 
animation tools that allow students 
to develop music, movies, interactive 
media, Web sites and virtual worlds.

•	� Supplemental Instruction 
offers free, out-of-class study sessions, 
led by trained students, for tradition-
ally difficult courses. 

•	� Office of Disability Services  
provides services for students, faculty 
and staff with permanent disabilities. 

•	�� Undergraduate Economics Tutoring 
provides free tutoring to students  
enrolled in either ECON 2105 or  
ECON 2106.

For more details and information on 
Academic Resources, go to www.gsu.
edu/admissions/28229.html.
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International students come to Georgia State to study a range of subjects and enjoy Atlanta’s 
moderate climate, thriving economy, reasonable cost of living and diverse population.  

As an accepted international student, you will receive more information from our 
International Student & Scholar Services. In the meantime, here is some helpful information.

international student 
orientation
New International Student Orientation 
is required of all international students 
in F-1 or J-1 status, and students who 
intend to change their status to F-1. 
Orientation will provide you with 
necessary information, give you an 
opportunity to meet other students, 
and guide you through testing, 
advisement and registration. 
You should bring your passport, I-20 
or DS-2019, I-94 card, insurance 
documents if applicable, and any other 
immigration documents (including 
dependents’ documents) you may have. 
It is advisable that you arrive and find 
housing prior to orientation; however, 
bear in mind that U.S. immigration 
regulations do not allow international 
students to enter the country more 
than 30 days prior to the start date 
on your I-20 (item #5) or DS-2019 
(item #3). If you are unable to arrive 
in Atlanta for orientation, you must 
notify International Student & Scholar 
Services (ISSS).  
www.gsu.edu/es/23390.html 

housing for  
international students
Housing is available on campus, but 
spaces are limited, so please apply as 
soon as possible. Many students live 
off campus and access the university 
by public bus or train. For assistance in 
finding off-campus housing go to 
http://ochousing.gsu.edu. 

intensive english program (IEP)
To help you prepare for the language 
demands of the University, Georgia 
State’s IEP program offers academic 
English courses from beginning  
to advanced. The courses cover  
the essential skill areas of academic 
writing: process writing and grammar; 
intensive and extensive reading;  
oral communication; and fluency.  
IEP students at Georgia State have 
access to all university facilities and 
events. Many students complete the  
IEP and move directly to graduate  
or undergraduate studies at 
Georgia State. http://www2.gsu.
edu/~wwwiep/index.html

BUDI program
The voluntary BUDI program pairs 
international and American students  
at the beginning of the semester  
for a personal cultural exchange 
experience. Throughout the semester 
you and your BUDI will participate 
in activities and share cultures. This 
is a great way to practice English 
conversation and learn how Americans 
manage their lives at Georgia State.  
For more information, visit the ISSS 
Web site. 

international clubs and 
organizations
The International Student Associations 
Council (ISAC) consists of 16 
international student associations. The 
Council meets regularly during the 
semester and plans events of special 
interest for international students. As 
your representatives on campus, they 
are here to help you. Please contact 
them through the ISSS office to get 
involved or to learn more about their 
activities and events. 

•	� African Student Association (ASA)
•	� Caribbean Student Association 

(CaribSA)
•	� Chinese Student Union (CSU)
•	� Ethiopian Student Association 

(ESA)
•	� Filipino Student Association (FSA)
•	� Hong Kong Student Association 

(HKSA)
•	� Indian Cultural Exchange (ICE)
•	� Indian Student Association (ISA)
•	� Japanese Student Association (JSA)
•	� Latin American Student 

Association (LASA)
•	� Pakistan Student Association (PSA)
•	� Persian Student Association 

(PerSA)
•	� Progressive Org. of Liberian 

Students (POLS)
•	� Russian Speaking Club (RSC)
•	�T aiwan Student Association (TSA)
•	� Vietnamese Student Association 

(VSA)

For more information about ISSS 
programs, orientation and visa eligibility 
documents, go to www.gsu.edu/es/
international_services.html or call 
404/413-2070. 
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international students only
As a transfer student, you’ve been through a lot of this before, 
but here’s some information just for you.

transfer express orientation
Incept is not required for transfer 
students, but it is strongly encouraged. 
During this abbreviated four-hour 
session, you will tour the campus and 
surrounding area, learn need-to-know 
basics about various departments 
and divisions, review policies and 
procedures, get academic advisement 
and register for classes. You may also 
elect to attend a “Combination” Incept 
session, for both transfer and freshman 
students, if it fits your schedule. 
 

transfer credit
To find out if your courses transferred 
to Georgia State, logon to your 
GoSOLAR account, look under 
“Student Records,” then select 
“View Transfer Credit.” AP and/or IB 
credit should also show up here. If 
you have any questions about your 
transfer credit, please call the Office 
of Academic Assistance in the college 
of your major. www.gsu.edu/es/
transfer_equivalency_charts.html

housing for transfer students
Living on campus is not just for 
freshmen. With on-campus housing, 
you can live inside the perimeter, you 
won’t have to spend as much on gas, 
and you’ll be near classes and activities, 
employment opportunities and more. 
The application process is the same 
as for freshmen, but there is limited 
availability for upper-class students, so 
apply early to improve your chances. 
Just go to www.gsu.edu/housing.

transfer students only
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College is expensive, but financial assistance is available to students who make good grades, know 
where to look and – most of all – apply. 

free application for federal 
student aid (FAFSA)
The first step in the financial aid process 
(even for HOPE) 
Whether you want to apply for 
HOPE, a grant, work study, a loan 
or a scholarship, the FAFSA must be 
submitted along with your application 
and required verification documents. 
The FAFSA will determine your 
eligibility for a range of financing 
options. Deadlines are crucial, so don’t 
delay. To apply online, go to the FAFSA 
Web site at www.fafsa.ed.gov. 
The FAFSA priority deadline for 
Georgia State is April 1. You may 
complete the FAFSA beginning in 
January of each year. 

Through the FAFSA review process 
you may be eligible for the following:

Pell Grants 
Available only to students working 
towards their first bachelor’s degree. 
Eligibility and the amount awarded are 
determined by the student’s Expected 
Family Contribution (EFC) and 
enrollment status each semester.

Loans
There are three types of loans to 
choose from: Federal Direct Subsidized 
Loan, Federal Direct Unsubsidized 
Loan, and Federal Direct Plus Loan. 
For information, go to www.gsu.edu/ 
financing_loans.html.

Federal Work-Study Program
The Federal Work-Study Program 
provides jobs for undergraduate and 
graduate students with financial need, 
allowing them to earn money to help 
pay education expenses. The program 
encourages community service work 
and work related to the student’s 
course of study. For more information, 
visit www.gsu.edu/es/fwsp.html.

hope scholarship
For eligible Georgia high school students
The HOPE Scholarship is available to 
students who have graduated from 
a Georgia high school as a HOPE 
scholar and are seeking their first 
undergraduate degree. (All male 
students must be registered with 
Selective Service prior to seeking 
funds.) HOPE pays tuition and fees 
minus any new fees implemented  
by the university since 2004. HOPE 
pays a book allowance of $150 a 
semester for full-time enrollment  
and $75 for half-time enrollment.

For all you need to know about 
applying for the HOPE Scholarship,  
go to www.gacollege411.org. 

other financing options
Scholarships
You may be eligible for one or more 
scholarships from the Office of 
Undergraduate Studies, the Georgia 
State University Foundation, various 
academic departments and colleges, 
external organizations or athletics. 
Be sure to start looking as soon as 
possible. For more information, visit 
www.gsu.edu/scholarships.html.

financial aid process
•	� Submit FAFSA
•	� Submit verification documents  

if requested
•	� Receive award notice through 

GoSOLAR
•	� Check GoSOLAR and e-mail 

account
•	� Complete Master Promissory Note
•	� Complete Entrance Loan 

Counseling

Please note: Financial aid is disbursed 
one week after classes start. Excess aid is 
refunded to student’s account two weeks 
after classes start.

paying for classes
You can pay your fees in person, by 
mail, in the drop box or online. Georgia 
State accepts check, cash or money 
order depending on where and how 
you pay. You are responsible for paying 
your tuition and fees by the deadline 
dates. If you have financial aid and it 
doesn’t arrive on time, you must pay 
your fees and wait for reimbursement. 
For complete information on fee 
payment policies and deadlines, go to 
www.gsu.edu/es/registration.html. 

financing your education 
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Fall 2009 Calendar

first day of classes

Monday, August 17, 2009

full semester

August 17-December 4

labor day holiday

September 7, 2009

thanksgiving break

November 24-28, 2009

full and mini mester II 
classes end 

December 4, 2009

examination week

December 5-11, 2009

For All Accepted Students: 
•	� Set up GoSOLAR Account

•	� Sign up for Incept: New Student Orientation 

•	� Have immunization records sent to the Student Health Department

•	� Have all final transcripts sent to the Office of Undergraduate Admissions

•	� Have all AP, IB or CLEP scores sent to the Office of Undergraduate 
Admissions (if applicable)

•	� Apply and submit deposit for on-campus housing  
(application available January 12)

•	� Apply for Financial Aid by completing the FAFSA before April 1  
(application available beginning in January)

•	� Continue to check PantherMail e-mail account for important messages 
from Georgia State

Additional Checklist Items for Transfer Students: 
•	� Have final transcripts sent for any completed coursework that was in 

progress at the time you applied 

•	� Complete mandatory online orientation

•	� Register for Transfer (or Combination) Incept session, if applicable

Additional Checklist Items for International Students: 
•	� Review Pre-Arrival information on the International Student & Scholar 

Services Web site: www.gsu.edu/es/23390.html

•	�T ransfer Notification Form for F-1 Visa Holders  
(for international students currently studying in the United States)

Checklist 



Office of Undergraduate Admissions

P.O. Box 4009

Atlanta, GA 30302-4009

404/413-2500

www.gsu.edu/admissions

09-0515

get ready for an adventure in education …




