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International student essay contest  

In celebration of International Education 
Week from November 16-20, ISSS is holding 
an essay contest for all F-1 and J-1 students! 
We invite you to share your experi-
ŜƴŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ά²ƛƴŘƻǿ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΥ aȅ ¢ƛƳŜ ŀǘ D{¦Φέ 
Submissions should be in 
English and can be in the 
form of poetry, essay, song 
lyrics, personal reflection, or any 
other written form. Selected entries 
will be displayed during International 
Education Week, and the winning con-

tributor will receive a prize! Please type your 
entry and ensure that it is not 

longer than 1,000 
words. You can submit 

your work as a Word docu-
ment to Brittany Polat at bpo-

lat@gsu.edu or drop off your entry 
in the ISSS office. The deadline 

is November 1, so start think-
ing about experiences you 

would like to share! 
Contact Brittany at bpolat@gsu.edu 

with any questions. 

Study Abroad Programs is excited to an-
nounce the annual international photo com-
petition, Crossing Paths, Crossing Cultures! 
They will be accepting your photo submissions 
until October 2 at 5 pm. International stu-
dents may submit photos of their adventures 
and impressions of the U.S. You can submit 
up to three photos, and this year's categories 
are: People, Places, and Daily Life. The compe-
tition winners will be announced at the Cross-

ing Paths, Crossing Cultures International 
Photo Competition Ceremony in November. 
Exciting prizesτpast prizes have included Visa 
gifts cards and AirTran ticketsτwill be 
awarded to each of our winners, but you 
MUST be present to win! The ceremony will 
also feature free food and entertainment! For 
more information and an application, visit: 
http://www2.gsu.edu/~wwwoia/
StudyAbroad/cpcc.html. 

Crossing paths, crossing cultures  

Scholarship opportunity  

The International Peace Scholarship provides 
an award of up to $10,000 (renewable one 
time) for current international female gradu-
ate students. The deadline for Fall 2010 appli-

cations is December 15, 2009. For more infor-
mation and eligibility requirements, please 
see www.peointernational.org.  

http://www2.gsu.edu/~wwwoia/StudyAbroad/cpcc.html
http://www2.gsu.edu/~wwwoia/StudyAbroad/cpcc.html
http://www.peointernational.org/
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Do you need leadership experience for your 
resume?  Looking to make new friends and 
help out new international students at Geor-
gia State? Then maybe being a VISA Leader is 
the experience for you! VISA leaders play a 
vital role at international orientation by wel-
coming the new international students, giv-
ƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ΨƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǎŎƻƻǇΩ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 
around Atlanta, and assisting with the advis-

ing and registration processes. Applications 
for VISA Leaders for 
Spring 2010 are now 
available on-line! For 
more info about the 
program and  appli-
cations please visit: 
www.gsu.edu/
es/25885.html. 

VISA LEADERS needed  

GRA IN ISSS  

Applications are now being accepted in ISSS 
for the international student orientation GRA 
position. To be eligible, you must be a gradu-
ate student with at least one full year left in 
your program, be available to begin work 
January 6, 2010, and have excellent commu-
nication and organizational skills. This is a 

twelve-month GRA position that includes a 
tuition waiver for spring, summer and fall 
terms. It cannot be combined with another 
GRA. Pick up an application and job descrip-
tion at the ISSS front desk. The deadline for 
submitting applications (with resumes) is 
Friday, October 16, 2009.   

Amis friendship programs  

The Atlanta Ministry for International Stu-
dents (AMIS) has some fantastic opportuni-
ties for you to get to get to know Atlanta and 
its people! Here are some of them: 
 

The Annual Welcome Reception for Interna-
tional Students will be held on Sunday, No-
vember 1, 2009, at 4:00 pm. This is a concert 
by the Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra in 
Symphony Hall (Woodruff Arts center, easily 
accessible by 
MARTA), fol-
lowed by a 
reception at 
the First Pres-
byterian 
Church (across 
the street!). 
This is one of the cultural highlights of the 
ȅŜŀǊΣ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƛǘΗ  

Would you like to spend Thanksgiving 
(November 26) with an American family?  
You can sign up to be matched with an At-
lanta family to share food and conversation 
on this traditional American holiday! Go to 
amis-inc.org/students_thanksgiving.asp to 
sign up! 
 

Christmas International House offers you 
the chance to travel to a different city over 
the Christmas holiday and stay for two 
weeks in the home of an American family. 
LǘΩǎ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 
American culture and see a different part of 
the country! You will pay a small application 
ŦŜŜΣ ōǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴπ
terested, visit  http://christmasih.org. 
 

For more information about any of these 
programs, go to www.amis-inc.org or contact 
Brittany Polat at bpolat@gsu.edu.  

http://www.gsu.edu/es/25885.html
http://www.gsu.edu/es/25885.html
http://www.amis-inc.org/students_thanksgiving.asp
http://christmasih.org/
http://www.amis-inc.org/
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STATE FAIR  

Join us at the Georgia National Fair on Saturday, Octo-
ber 17, in Perry, Georgia! Our group will see a cattle 
show, a horse show, animal barns, petting zoo, and 
ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳǎΣ Ŝŀǘ ȅǳƳƳȅ 
fair food, ride the midway rides (optional), and experi-
ence all sorts of unique entertainment. The state fair is 
a truly American cultural experience that you cannot 
miss! The fee is $10 per GSU student (includes trans-
portation and admission). Registration starts on Mon-

day, October 5 at the 
Touch the Earth Pro-
gram in the REC center. 
Only 15 spots available. 
For more information 
please contact Lenka 
Hadamova 
(lenkah@gsu.edu). 

Information on the 2011 Diversity Visa Lottery for U.S. Lawful Permanent Residence status is available on the 
Department of State website at http://travel.state.gov/visa/immigrants/types/types_1318.html. This is a chance 
for anyone from certain eligible countries to win the opportunity of applying for a green card. Please note that 
winners do not automatically receive a green card but have the chance to apply for one. Online entry begins on 
October 2, 2009, and ends on November 30, 2009.  You do NOT need a lawyer or anyone else to apply for you. 
Follow the simple instructions and do the online application yourself. 
 
Citizens of the following countries CANNOT apply: Brazil, Canada, China - mainland China (nationals of Hong 
Kong, Macau and Taiwan ARE included), Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, 
India, Jamaica, Mexico, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Peru, Russia, South Korea, United Kingdom (natives of 
Northern Ireland and Hong Kong are eligible, but natives of Anguilla, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Cayman 
Islands, Falkland Islands, Gibraltar, Montserrat, Pitcairn, St. Helena, and the Turks and Calicos Islands are not 
eligible), Vietnam. 
Please check the updated website to confirm your eligibility for the 2011 lottery. 
 
WARNING: The application for a nonimmigrant visa (F-1, F-2, J-1, J-2, etc.) now includes a question asking if you 
have ever entered the diversity lottery. This may or may not affect your application for a new visa, so be aware 
that there is some risk involved. 

DIVERSITY VISA LOTTERY  

Campus safety reminders  

Although most students never have problems with 
ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƛƴ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ŀƭŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜπ
pared while you are here. ISSS has prepared some tips 
about how to stay safe on and off campus: 

Do not leave bags unattended anywhere. 

Do not leave valuables or bags in plain view inside 
your car at any time.  

Lock your car doors at all times. 

If a police officer stops your car, do not get out of 
the car unless instructed to do so. Roll down your 
window to speak to the officer. 

Do not walk by yourself at night. 

Keep your books, handbags, and backpacks with 
you. Do not leave them unattended in classrooms, 
libraries, or other public places. 

When walking, keep your head up and look directly 
ahead. Look confident, pay attention, and be 

aware of your surroundings. 

bŜǾŜǊ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊΩǎ ŎŀǊΦ LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŀǊ 
asks for directions, stand away from the car when 
talking to him or her. 

Get to know your neighbors at home. If you will be 
away from home for an extended period of time, 
ask one of your neighbors to collect your mail and 
newspapers. 

 
Typically, international students arrive in the United 
States with concerns about safety. Movies and televi-
sion, particularly news reports, make the United States 
appear to be even more violent than it is. If you are 
careful and take some necessary precautions your stay 
should be crime free. For more information, take a look 
at the International Student Handbook at 
www.gsu.edu/images/ES_ISSS/
International_Student_Handbook.pdf. 

http://travel.state.gov/visa/immigrants/types/types_1318.htmlhttp:/travel.state.gov/visa/immigrants/types/types_1318.html
http://travel.state.gov/visa/immigrants/types/types_1318.html
http://www.gsu.edu/images/ES_ISSS/International_Student_Handbook.pdf
http://www.gsu.edu/images/ES_ISSS/International_Student_Handbook.pdf

