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international student and scholar updates

Published monthly by International Student & Scholar Services (ISSS), the International Services October
newsletter brings you updates on immigration rules and regulations, university services and progr

and conveys opportunities for campus and community involvement. 2009
CONTENTS ¢ VISA Leaders Needed
+ International Student Essay Contest ¢ GRAInISSS _—
+ Scholarship Opportunity + State Fair Qi {E2 e
¢ Crossing Paths, Crossing Cultures + Diversity Visa Lottery Monday

i i + Safety on Campus !
+ AMIS Friendship Programs y Y Friday
International student essay contest 8:S0AME 5:15 PM
In celebration of International Education tributor will receive a prize! Please type youf ek
Week from November 120, ISSS is holding entry and ensure that it is not
an essay contest for atFand J1 students! longer than 1,000
We invite you to share your experi- words. You can submit Walk-In
Sy0Sa 2y (GKS (KS @ yoRryiork as a Word docu- | Advisement
GKS 22NXRY aeé ! rdefit to Brittany Polat at bpo- Hours
Submissions should be in lat@gsu.edu or drop off your entr Monda:
English and can be in the in the ISSS office. The deadline 10ant 12{)m
for.m of poetry, essay, song ?s November 1, S0 start thini- 1:30pmt 4pm
lyrics, personal reflection, or any ing about experiences you
other written form. Selected entries would like to share! Tuesday

will be displayed during International
Education Week, and the winning con-

Contact Brittany at bpolat@gsu.edy  1:30pnt 4pm
with any questions.

. . Wednesday
Scholarship opportunity 10anT 12pm

. . . . . . 1:30ant 4pm
The International Peace Scholarship providesations is December 15, 2009. For more infpr-
an award of up to $10,000 (renewable one mation and eligibility requirements, please
. . ; . . Thursday
time) for current international female gradu- seewww.peointernational.org 1:30pmT 4pm
ate students. The deadline for Fall 2010 appli- '

. . Friday
Crossing paths, crossing cultures 10am 12pm
1:30ant 4pm

Study Abroad Programs is excited to an-  ing Paths, Crossing Cultures International
nounce the annual international photo com- Photo Competition Ceremony in November
petition, Crossing Paths, Crossing Cultures! Exciting prizes past prizes have included Vi
They will be accepting your photo submissiog#ts cards and AirTran ticketawill be
until October 2 at 5 pminternational stu- awarded to each of our winners, but yo
dents may submit photos of their adventures MUST be present to win! The ceremon
and impressions of the U.S. You can submit also feature free food and entertainmen
up to three photos, and this year's categoriesnore information and an application, vigts
are: People, Places, and Daily Life. The comipip://www?2.gsu.edu/~wwwoia/
tition winners will be announced at the CrossStudyAbroad/cpcc.html
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Amis friendship programs

STAFF

The Atlanta Ministry for International Stu- Would you like to spentdhanksgiving Heather Housley
dents (AMIS) has some fantastic opportuni{November 26) with an American family? Director
ties for you to get to get to know Atlanta andou can sign up to be matched with an At-
its people! Here are some of them: lanta family to share food and conversation ok

) on this traditional American holiday! Go to| Tammy Lyskowinsk
TheAnnual Welcome Reception for Interna-  amisinc.org/students_thanksgiving.asp Assistant
tional Students will be held on Sunday, No- sjgn up! Director
vember 1, 2009, at 4:00 pm. This is a concert )
by the Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra ighristmas International Hou_se offers'you ok
Symphony Hall (Woodruff Arts center, easil{j?® chance to travel to a different city over | Holly williams
accessible by he Christmas holiday and stay for two SEVIS Coordinator,
MARTA), fol- weeks in the home of an American family. | International Schola

owedbya ¥ /@& LGQa + Fryidtadao OK[FyOBiviserz f SI Ny Y2

reception at American culture and see a different part df

the First Pres- N the country! You will pay a small application ’_‘*** -
byterian /é s TSS3 odzi SOSNBUOKAY3 Slﬁflaegtyd'n:é TNBSo L
i . H H nternational
Church (across » s terested, visithttp:/christmasih.org Student Advisor
the street!). For more information about any of these
This is one of the cultural highlights of the - programs, go tavww.amisinc.orgor contact e
eSENE a2 R2YyQu YAaa dinllPolat at bpolat@gsu.edu. Brittany Polat
International
VISA LEADERS needed Student Advisor

Fkkk

Do you need leadership experience for youing and registration processes. Applicationgs
resume? Looking to make new friends andfor VISA Leaders for Yun Lin
help out new international students at GeorSpring 2010 are now Admissions
gia State? Then maybe being a VISA Leadewiilable oHine! For Celiiue]
the experience for you! VISA leaders play amore info about the
vital role at international orientation by wel- program and appli-
coming the new international students, giv- cations please visit:
Ay3d GKSY GKS WAyaiR $wagSeedu O
around Atlanta, and assisting with the advises/25885.html

Fkkk

Lenka Hadamova
JSAC Coordinator
Su

*kkk

Nabila Gomes
Office Manager

GRA IN ISSS

Fkkk

Applications are now being accepted in ISS®elve-month GRA position that includes a
for the international student orientation GRAuition waiver for spring, summer and fall Kimberly Dixson
position. To be eligible, you must be a gradterms. ltcannotbe combined with another | INternational Service
ate student with at least one full year left in GRA. Pick up an application and job descrfp-  SPecialist
your program, be available to begin work tion at the ISSS front desk. The deadline f¢r
January 6, 2010, and have excellent commgubmitting applications (with resumes) is
nication and organizational skills. This is a Friday, October 16, 2009.
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STATE FAIR

Join us at the Georgia National Fair on Saturday, Octday, October 5 at the
ber 17, in Perry, Georgia! Our group will see a cattle Touch the Earth Pro-
show, a horse show, animal barns, petting zoo, and gram in the REC cente
B NKA2dza SEKAOAGa® 2 SQf f Only Bapota &vélabls
fair food, ride the midway rides (optional), and experi+or more information
ence all sorts of unique entertainment. The state fair jglease contact Lenka
a truly American cultural experience that you cannot Hadamova

miss! The fee is $10 per GSU student (includes transflenkah@gsu.edu
portation and admission). Registration starts on Mon-

DIVERSITY VISA LOTTERY

i edzryvye

Information on the 2011 Diversity Visa Lottery for U.S. Lawful Permanent Residence status is available o
Department of State website #tttp://travel.state.gov/visa/immigrants/types/types 1318.htmThis is a chancg
for anyone from certain eligible countries to win the opportunity of applying for a green card. Please note
winners do not automatically receive a green card but have the chance to apply for one. Online entry beg
October 2, 2009, and ends on November 30, 2009. You do NOT need a lawyer or anyone else to apply f
Follow the simple instructions and do the online application yourself.

Citizens of the following countries CANNOT apiwzil, Canada, Chiranainland China (nationals of Hong
Kong, Macau and Taiwan ARE included), Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Gigitem
India, Jamaica, Mexico, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Peru, Russia, South Korea, United Kingdom (nativ,
Northern Ireland and Hong Kong are eligible, but natives of Anguilla, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Cayj
Islands, Falkland Islands, Gibraltar, Montserrat, Pitcairn, St. Helena, and the Turks and Calicos Islands a
eligible), Vietnam.

Please check the updated website to confirm your eligibility for the 2011 lottery.

WARNINGThe application for a nonimmigrant visalFF2, 31, 32, etc.) now includes a question asking if yo
have ever entered the diversity lottery. This may or may not affect your application for a new visa, so be 3
that there is some risk involved.
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Campus safety reminders

Although most students never have problems with aware of your surroundings.
alFShe Ay iatlrydlrz AGQa oA BIIDEIND IS (i 2 yai @l & 12t SNy
pared while you are here. ISSS has prepared some tips asks for directions, stand away from the car whg
about how to stay safe on and off campus: talking to him or her.
e Do not leave bags unattended anywhere. e Get to know your neighbors at home. If you will
e Do not leave valuables or bags in plain view inside away from home for an extended period of time,
your car at any time. ask one of your neighbors to collect your mail ar
e Lock your car doors at all times. newspapers.
e If a police officer stops your car, do not get out of
the car unless instructed to do so. Roll down yourTypically, international students arrive in the United
window to speak to the officer. States with concerns about safety. Movies and telev
e Do not walk by yourself at night.
° Keep your books, handbags’ and backpacks withappear to be even more violent than it is. If you are
you. Do not leave them unattended in classroom§areful and take some necessary precautions your s
libraries, or other public places. should be crime free. For more information, take a Id
° When Wa'king, keep your head up and look direcﬁythe International Student Handbook at

ahead. Look confident, pay attention, and be ~ Www.gsu.edu/images/ES_ISSS/
International Student Handbook.pdf
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