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Graduating in December?  

Donôt wait until the last minute to apply for OPT!  If 
you are graduating in December, you can apply 
right now for Optional Practical Training.  Remem-
ber that the first step is to attend an employment 
workshop.  If you have not already attended a work-
shop, make plans to attend on one of these dates: 

Tuesday, October 7 at 3 pm 

Wednesday, October 22 at 10 am 

Thursday, October 30 at 2 pm 
At the workshop you will learn everything you need 
to know about applying for OPT.  For more informa-
tion, see http://www.gsu.edu/es/23053.html.  
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staff changes in isss!  

The ISSS office has some exciting news: Heather 
Housley is now our Director and Tammy Ly-
skowinski is our Assistant Director!  Both Heather 
and Tammy were interim in their positions until 
recently, and we congratulate them on their selec-
tion for permanent positions.  ISSS also welcomes 

another new staff member: Nabila 
Gomes is officially our new Office 
Manager!  Nabila has worked in 
ISSS as a student assistant for two 
years, and we are delighted to have 
her join us after her graduation. 

GSU SOCCER  

Come support GSUôs menôs and womenôs soccer 
teams!  Menôs home games for October include: 

Oct. 4 vs. Northeastern, 2pm 

Oct. 15 vs. Old Dominion, 3 pm 

Oct. 22 vs. Virginia Commonweath, 7 pm 
Womenôs home games for October are: 

Oct. 3 vs. VCU, 4 pm 

Oct. 5 vs. James Madison, 1 pm 

Oct. 24 vs. Delaware, 4 pm 

The Department of Homeland Security has just 
announced that the SEVIS fee for F-1 students will 
increase from $100 to $200 starting October 27, 
2008.  The fee for J-1 students will increase from 
$100 to $180.  This change will not affect most 
current students because you are usually only 
required to pay the SEVIS fee one time (before you 
receive your visa).  It will affect anyone who re-
ceives their first I-20 after October 27.   

SEVIS fee increase  

TRAVEL Signature DAY  

Remember that you need to get your I-20 signed by an ISSS advisor before you leave the U.S. for winter 
break!  Check the newsletter for more details about Travel Signature Day coming in November.  You can 
come enjoy food, music, games, and get your I-20 signed at the same time! 
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Free cultural events  

Every month Georgia State features wonderful 
exhibits and performances around campus.  Here 
are some coming up in October: 

Whisper: Photographs by Christian Bradley 
West and John Bohannan 
October 3, 5-8 pm, Rialto Center 
As part of First Thursdays Downtown Arts Walk, 
you can enjoy this featured exhibition at the Rialto 
Center as well as other nearby galleries in down-
town Atlanta.  This is a self-guided tour and you 
are free to move to each gallery at your own pace.   

University Symphony 
Orchestra Concert 
October 12, 3 pm, Rialto 
Center 

Matices Peruanos, Pe-
ruvian Dance & Music 
October 15 at 12 pm, 
Rialto Center 
Feed Your Sensesðbring 
your lunch and enjoy the music and dance of 
Peru. 
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Reminder: reporting addresses  

International students and scholars are required 
by U.S. regulations to maintain current, accurate 
information on their U.S. and foreign address. You 
can verify address information and report changes 
via GoSOLAR. 

Local (United States) Address:  physical ad-
dress in the United States where you are 
currently living.  

Permanent Address:  Address in your home 
country.  

Mailing Address:  U. S. or foreign address 

where you receive postal mail from Georgia 
State University.  (P.O. Box is acceptable.) 

OPT Address (only for students on OPT):  If 
you are currently working on OPT, you must 
send an e-mail to OPT@gsu.edu to report 
your employers address. If you are on OPT 
and not employed, you must still report via e-
mail OPT@gsu.edu  

Emergency Contact: Emergency contact 
information for yourself (Reach Me in Emer-
gency) AND emergency information for a 
relative, friend, etc.  

2010 Diversity visa lottery  

Information on the 2010 Diversity Visa Lottery for 
U.S. Lawful Permanent Residence status (ñGreen 
Cardò) will soon be posted on the Department of 
State website at http://travel.state.gov/visa/
immigrants/types/types_1318.html.  Online entry 
begins on October 2, 2008, and ends on Decem-
ber 1, 2008.  Please note that you do NOT need a 
lawyer or anyone else to apply for you. Follow the 
simple instructions and do the online application 
yourself. 
 

Citizens of the following countries CANNOT apply: 
Brazil, Canada, China - mainland China (nationals 
of Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan ARE included), 
Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Sal-

vador, Guatemala, Haiti, India, Jamaica, Mexico, 
Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Peru, Russia, South 
Korea, United Kingdom (natives of Northern Ire-
land and Hong Kong are eligible, but natives of 
Anguilla, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Cayman 
Islands, Falkland Islands, Gibraltar, Montserrat, 
Pitcairn, St. Helena, and the Turks and Calicos 
Islands are not eligible), Vietnam. 
 

WARNING: The application for a nonimmigrant 
visa (F-1, F-2, J-1, J-2, etc.) now includes a   
question asking whether or not you have ever 
entered the diversity lottery. This may or may not 
affect your application for a new visa, so be aware 
there is some risk involved. 
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