Letter of Commendation

06.07.04


Hello Chief Sampson,

As a student leader and a student worker at Georgia State University, I get the opportunity to interact with both students and staff every day.  One thing that always comes up especially being a former Executive Vice President and Senator in the Student Government is that students complain about the Police Department not doing their job or that they are not visible on campus.  I know even after numerous budget cuts with the Police Department, these men and women officers continue to do their jobs very well and make it part of their job to meet students and staff and develop relationships with us.

This weekend another female student leader and I got a chance to attend the American Association of University Women's National Conference for College Women Student Leaders in Washington DC.  Our flight was scheduled for Thursday, June 3, 2004 at 6:30 in the morning and we both needed to catch MARTA to the airport at 4am.  One thing that I always hear when Police officers come to our organizations to speak is for us, especially female students, to travel in numbers especially at night.  Both of us were at the Turnaround at 4am trying to put luggage in my car.  Although we were two in number, we were still a little afraid and became more alert of our surrounding.  One of your officers, Corporal Morris, was patrolling at the time and noticed that we were out.  As soon as we saw him, we were relieved and felt safer.  For the next five to ten minutes that we were outside, he kept driving up and down Techwood Drive and made sure that we drove away before he left the area.

When I drove to M-Deck to park my car so that we could walk to the train station, we felt afraid as well.  There were two of us, but it was dark and very quiet and we felt uneasy.  As soon as we past Walter's shoe store another GSU patrol car drove past us.  He must have noticed us and realized that it was not safe for two females to be walking with suitcases at that time of the morning because he turned around and drove in the direction that we were going.  As soon as he got our attention, we were relieved and were less afraid of our surroundings.  His name was Officer Wallace and he made us aware that we could have called an escort to take us to Five Points and he continued to speak with us until we actually made it inside of the train station before he drove away.

When I arrived back in Atlanta on Saturday at around 11pm I called the Police Department and asked for an escort.  Within five minutes after calling, Officer Long was there to pick me up.  He drove me to M-Deck to get my car and he also did not drive away until I drove off.

It is funny because I have been at Georgia State for four years and I lived at the Village for three and a half years and really never fully appreciated the work the Police Department does.  I felt very safe going to the train station and coming back this weekend.  These officers made sure that my companion and I were safe and we really felt the full protection that the department had to offer.  I am very grateful for these officers and all of the men and women in the GSU Police force that continue to work on this campus so that the students, staff, and faculty may feel safe.  Thank you for having people who are able to carry on the initiatives that you care about.  Right now there is not a word that can really describe how grateful I am to these officers.  Thank you very much and may the Lord continue to use all of you to make this campus safer each day.  Thank you!!!

 Sincerely,

 Justina Emmanuel

Alpha Lambda Delta-Senior Adviser

Golden Key International Honour Society-Vice President

The LEAD TEAM

World Affairs Council-Secretary General

