Georgia State University

Office of Student Financial Aid

Standard for Satisfactory Academic Progress
Federal regulations require that all financial aid recipients’ progress at a reasonable rate       (“make satisfactory academic progress”) toward achieving a degree.
Progress is measured by:
1. The student’s cumulative grade point average 

2. The number of credits earned in relation to those attempted 

3. The maximum time frame allowed to complete the academic program 

This requirement applies to all terms regardless of whether or not the student received financial aid. Progress is reviewed annually, at the end of the academic year.  

Although the Standard of SAP may differ among schools, the standard is required to address three specific standards:  Qualitative, Quantitative, and Time Frame

Three Measures of the Satisfactory Academic Progress Standard
1)  Qualitative Standard (GPA):  In order to meet the Qualitative Standard for the SAP, a student must be in good academic standing.  Undergraduate students with at least 60 earned credit hours are required to maintain at least a 2.0 GPA.  Graduate students with at least 19 earned credit hours are required to maintain at least a 3.0 GPA.

2) Quantitative Standard (Completion Ratio):  Students with at least 16 hours are required to receive passing grades in a minimum of 67% of all attempted credit hours. Grades of F, W, WF, I, U do not count as passing. Grades of IP are not considered passing for undergraduate students.  Grades of IP are considered passing for graduate students.

3) Time Frame Standard (Maximum number of credit hours attempted):  A student is eligible to receive financial aid for a maximum number of attempted hours.  

Undergraduate students at Georgia State University may attempt a maximum of 180 hours*.  Undergraduates working on a second degree will be given an additional 90 hours to earn their second degree.   NOTE** Transfer hours are included
Graduate students at Georgia State University may attempt a maximum of 90 hours*.  Graduates working on a second degree will be given an additional 45 hours to earn their second degree.  NOTE* Transfer hours are included

Doctoral students are monitored by their perspective colleges. 
Law students are monitored by the College of Law.
If you had extenuating circumstances that prevented you from meeting the standard, you may submit an appeal along with sufficient documentation to our office.  Appeals may be found at:  http://www.gsu.edu/images/Downloadables/FA_SAP_07.pdf.
