Comprehension: Analyze

4 Demonstrates mastery in all or almost all of the following characteristics:

· identifies component parts of larger whole

· examines meaning and significance of parts

· recognizes patterns and organization of parts

· explains how parts work together to build meaning of whole

3 Demonstrates competency in all or almost all of the following characteristics:

· identifies component parts of larger whole

· examines meaning and significance of parts

· recognizes patterns and organization of parts

· explains how parts work together to build meaning of whole

2 Demonstrates a developing understanding of some of the following characteristics:

· identifies component parts of larger whole

· examines meaning and significance of parts

· recognizes patterns and organization of parts

· explains how parts work together to build meaning of whole

1 Demonstrates all or almost all of the following problems:

· misidentifies or misses component parts of larger whole

· misinterprets or ignores meaning and significance of parts

· fails to recognize or incorrectly identifies patterns and organization of parts

· neglects to explain or is unsuccessful in explaining how parts work together to build meaning of whole

Comprehension: Interpret

4 Demonstrates mastery in all or almost all of the following characteristics:

· understands the literal or basic meaning of the text or issue

· draws from a relevant knowledge base

· Provides conclusions that go beyond a literal or basic understanding

3 Demonstrates competency in all or almost all of the following characteristics:

· understands the literal or basic meaning of the text or issue

· draws from a relevant knowledge base

· Provides conclusions that go beyond a literal or basic understanding

2 Demonstrates a developing understanding of some of the following characteristics:

· understands the literal or basic meaning of the text or issue

· draws from a relevant knowledge base

· Provides conclusions that go beyond a literal or basic understanding

1 Demonstrates all or almost all of the following problems:

· misunderstands the literal or basic meaning of the text or issue

· draws from an irrelevant knowledge base

· Avoids conclusions or confuses a literal or basic understanding for interpretation

Comprehension: Evaluate

4 Demonstrates mastery in all or almost all of the following characteristics:

· understands criteria for judgment

· discriminates between genres or types of sources

· assesses the value of material based on appropriate criteria

· recognizes the difference between posing critical questions and merely attempting to find fault

3 Demonstrates competency in all or almost all of the following characteristics:

· understands criteria for judgment

· discriminates between genres or types of sources

· assesses the value of material based on appropriate criteria

· recognizes the difference between posing critical questions and merely attempting to find fault

2 Demonstrates a developing understanding of some of the following characteristics:

· understands criteria for judgment

· discriminates between genres or types of sources

· assesses the value of material based on appropriate criteria

· recognizes the difference between posing critical questions and merely attempting to find fault

1 Demonstrates all or almost all of the following problems:

· misunderstands criteria for judgment

· ignores or confuses differences between genres or types of sources

· disregards or inaccurately assesses the value of material 

· does not recognize the difference between posing critical questions and merely attempting to find fault

Comprehension: Summary

4 Demonstrates mastery in all or almost all of the following characteristics:

· clearly identifies main idea or ideas

· provides adequate amount of supporting details

· maintains judicious focus on source

· remains arguably faithful to the text
3 Demonstrates competency in all or almost all of the following characteristics:

· clearly identifies main idea or ideas

· provides adequate amount of supporting details

· maintains judicious focus on source

· remains arguably faithful to the text
2 Demonstrates a developing understanding of some of the following characteristics:

· clearly identifies main idea or ideas

· provides adequate amount of supporting details

· maintains judicious focus on source

· remains arguably faithful to the text
1 Demonstrates all or almost all of the following problems:

· misidentifies or fails to present main idea or ideas

· provides superfluous or inadequate amount of supporting details

· loses focus by incorporating personal interpretation or outside information

· Misinterprets or misrepresents the text
Synthesis: Contextualize

4 Demonstrates mastery in all or almost all of the following characteristics:

· demonstrates understanding of primary text or core issue

· recognizes relevant literary, historical, and theoretical framework

· assesses the usefulness of the frameworks based on appropriate criteria

· appropriately situates primary text or core issue within the framework

3 Demonstrates competency in all or almost all of the following characteristics:

· demonstrates understanding of primary text or core issue

· recognizes relevant literary, historical, and theoretical framework

· assesses the usefulness of the frameworks based on appropriate criteria

· appropriately situates primary text or core issue within the framework

2 Demonstrates a developing understanding of some of the following characteristics:

· demonstrates understanding of primary text or core issue

· recognizes relevant literary, historical, and theoretical framework

· assesses the usefulness of the frameworks based on appropriate criteria

· appropriately situates primary text or core issue within the framework

1 Demonstrates all or almost all of the following problems:

· misunderstands or neglects the primary text or core issue

· misunderstands or fails to recognize relevant literary, historical, and/or theoretical framework

· uses inappropriate framework

· applies frameworks haphazardly or chooses frameworks based on faulty criteria

Synthesis: Compare and Contrast

4 Demonstrates mastery in all or almost all of the following characteristics:

· demonstrates understanding of primary texts or core issues

· establishes appropriateness of juxtaposing selected texts or issues

· recognizes significant similarities and differences across selected texts or issues

· draws relevant conclusions

3 Demonstrates competency in all or almost all of the following characteristics:

· demonstrates understanding of primary texts or core issues

· establishes appropriateness of juxtaposing selected texts or issues

· recognizes significant similarities and differences across selected texts or issues

· draws relevant conclusions

2 Demonstrates a developing understanding of some of the following characteristics:

· demonstrates understanding of primary texts or core issues

· establishes appropriateness of juxtaposing selected texts or issues

· recognizes significant similarities and differences across selected texts or issues

· draws relevant conclusions

1 Demonstrates all or almost all of the following problems:

· misunderstands or neglects primary texts or core issues

· chooses texts or issues inappropriately or misunderstands significance of comparison

· misinterprets or misses significant similarities and/or differences 

· Fails to draw or draws inappropriate conclusions

Synthesis: Apply

4 Demonstrates mastery in all or almost all of the following characteristics:

· demonstrates understanding of primary text or core issue

· utilizes necessary information, disciplinary knowledge, and theoretical concepts

· poses appropriate questions or conclusions 

3 Demonstrates competency in all or almost all of the following characteristics:

· demonstrates understanding of primary text or core issue

· utilizes necessary information, disciplinary knowledge, and theoretical concepts

· poses appropriate questions or conclusions 

2 Demonstrates a developing understanding of some of the following characteristics:

· demonstrates understanding of primary text or core issue

· utilizes necessary information, disciplinary knowledge, and theoretical concepts

· poses appropriate questions or conclusions 

1 Demonstrates all or almost all of the following problems:

· misinterprets or fails to understand primary text or core issue

· misuses or ignores necessary information, disciplinary knowledge, and theoretical concepts

· poses inappropriate or no questions or conclusions 

Argumentation: Development

4 Demonstrates mastery in all or almost all of the following characteristics:

· presents a clearly defined central position

· provides the necessary  amount of evidence to support claims

· chooses the appropriate evidence to support claims

· offers logical explanation of evidence

3 Demonstrates competency in all or almost all of the following characteristics:

· presents a clearly defined central position

· provides the necessary  amount of evidence to support claims

· chooses the appropriate evidence to support claims

· offers logical explanation of evidence

2 Demonstrates a developing understanding of some of the following characteristics:

· presents a clearly defined central position

· provides the necessary  amount of evidence to support claims

· chooses the appropriate evidence to support claims

· offers logical explanation of evidence

1 Demonstrates all or almost all of the following problems:

· lacks or does not clearly define a central position

· fails to provide enough evidence to support claims

· chooses inappropriate or irrelevant evidence to support claims

· offers illogical or no explanation of evidence

Argumentation: Organization

4 Demonstrates mastery in all or almost all of the following characteristics:

· presents a clearly defined central position

· sequences main ideas in a manner that effectively supports the central position

· sequences supporting information in a manner that effectively supports the main ideas

· uses effective transitions to connect ideas, sentences, and/or paragraphs

3 Demonstrates competency in all or almost all of the following characteristics:

· presents a clearly defined central position

· sequences main ideas in a manner that effectively supports the central position

· sequences supporting information in a manner that effectively supports the main ideas

· uses effective transitions to connect ideas, sentences, and/or paragraphs

2 Demonstrates a developing understanding of some of the following characteristics:

· presents a clearly defined central position

· sequences main ideas in a manner that effectively supports the central position

· sequences supporting information in a manner that effectively supports the main ideas

· uses effective transitions to connect ideas, sentences, and/or paragraphs

1 Demonstrates all or almost all of the following problems:

· lacks or does not clearly define a central position

· sequences main ideas chaotically  or in a manner that ineffectively supports the central position

· sequences supporting information chaotically or in a manner that ineffectively supports the main ideas

· lacks or unsuccessfully uses transitions to connect ideas, sentences, and/or paragraphs

Argumentation: Rhetoric

4 Demonstrates mastery in all or almost all of the following characteristics:

· shows awareness of audience

· recognizes and responds appropriately to opposing ideas

· organizes ideas effectively for context

· chooses suitable style for context

· selects appropriate evidence for context

3 Demonstrates competency in all or almost all of the following characteristics:

· shows awareness of audience

· recognizes and responds appropriately to opposing ideas

· organizes ideas effectively for context

· chooses suitable style for context

· selects appropriate evidence for context

2 Demonstrates a developing understanding of some of the following characteristics:

· shows awareness of audience

· recognizes and responds appropriately to opposing ideas

· organizes ideas effectively for context

· chooses suitable style for context

· selects appropriate evidence for context

1 Demonstrates all or almost all of the following problems:

· misinterprets or shows lack of awareness of audience

· does not recognize or responds inappropriately to opposing ideas

· organizes ideas haphazardly or ineffectively for context

· chooses inappropriate style for context

· selects inappropriate evidence for context

