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CTW May Meeting: Agenda

May 26 2009

	11:00-11:30: Introductions and Accomplishments
· Results of the Pilot  Year 

· Expectations for Fall

· Student Responses



	11:30-12:45: Ambassadors Share Experiences

Guest speakers: 

· Kathy Plitnick: Nursing

· Shelby Frost: Economics

· Audrey Goodman: English

· Debby Cannon: Hospitality Administration

· Robin Huff: German



	12:45-1:15: Reporting Discussions and Q & A

· Undergraduate Assessment Committee Chair Brian Thoms  

· Role of CTW office in 

· Early Responses to Reports

· Known issues with the reporting mechanism



	1:15-2:00: Future plans and Preparations for Fall

· Transfer Credit

· Appeals of transfer issues

· Cancellation of CTW classes

· Creating new CTW classes

· Dropping existing CTW classes

· The Fall workshop – Kickoff

· Fall Faculty Awards




Notes on CTW Policy and Course Related Considerations
Transfer Credit

To meet the CTW graduate requirement, a student must take 2 CTW classes in his or her major here at GSU. While credit hours for similar classes can be transferred in to meet general requirements or even other requirements, CTW requirements must be met at GSU. So if a Math major took Macro Economics at Auburn, she can get credit for Econ 3000 (a CTW course), but if she then changes majors to Economics she would have to take that Econ class again and the 3 credit hours shifted or rescinded. In effect, the more CTW classes a major has, the more it claims to be unique but also the less possible it will be for students to transfer to GSU in that major.

*If your course is not much different from courses outside GSU, you should re-design the class so that there is more critical thinking and writing in it.

Appeals of Denied CTW Transfers

Students may appeal a transfer credit decision. Given that by definition a CTW class only exists at GSU, it seems unlikely that an appeal would succeed, but any student may appeal any decision.

Cancellation of CTW classes

Any section of a CTW class may be canceled if enrollment is below 15. If you have CTW sections with fewer than 15

students in them, then you are offering too many sections.   You must offer CTW courses frequently enough to allow your students to complete the requirement, but sections that do not meet enrollment requirements may be cancelled.

Creating new CTW classes

New courses have to go through UAC and perhaps your college's curriculum committee. You will need to be sure a new course can be staffed and offered frequently enough. This is not an effective way to cut class sizes as your department will simply have to make up the credit hours elsewhere and/or teach multiple sections of the CTW class. A section of a CTW class can be cut because of low enrollment.

Dropping existing CTW classes

Majors can't just drop a CTW class. Students coming in under a catalog that has a course listed as CTW have a right to take it. So you will have to phase the course out.  Please keep this in mind when revising your CTW plans.

CTW By the Numbers
At the end of spring semester 2009, the CTW initiative has the following numbers to report: 

1. 209 sections of 61 CTW courses were piloted in the 2008/2009 academic year

2. 70% of majors have piloted at least one course and 50% of majors have piloted all of their CTW courses

3. 138 faculty members university wide have been trained by departments in preparation for CTW in the fall.

4. 169 sections of CTW courses are slated to be offered to as many as 4598 students in fall 2009

Breakdown by College for fall 2009:

a. AYPS:  308 students
b. A & S: 2192 students

c. COE: 179 students

d. HHS: 389 students

e. RCB: 1530 students

5. Student surveys
a. CTW is important in my discipline: 3.34

b. CTW is important in the field I plan to pursue: 4.2

Sample Comments: 

1. Writing essays using a CTW consultant was excellent. It helped to improve my writing style, but also helped to develop my thoughts more. Our CTW consultant is phenomenal. She asked thought-provoking questions and challenged us to really engage in the literacy around us. She also encouraged us to think outside of the box and express our thoughts and emotions through words.

2. I don't see the necessity in naming these Critical Thinking and Writing classes after this experimentation is done. I find that the materials and procedures offered in these classes should be necessary in many others.

3. Stupid requirement. If you cannot think critically by the time you take these courses then either you have slipped through the cracks or the university has failed you.

4. CTW was basically just writing a research paper. the guidelines of this course do not warant a reserarch paper, because the text book is well written

5. I think the CTW assignments in my course were more busy work than anything else. Although it does provide an outlet for critical thinking after our assignments, there must be a more time efficient way to nurture our critical thinking skills. In addition, the format of the assignment could be improved. For example, the sections could be combined for a better flow of the paper since interventions are a direct consequence of the assessments. This would make the paper more efficient. One or two CTWs might be helpful. Five CTWs become busy work for which we do not have the time.

6. I believe this really helped in the objectives of the course and put real life in the classroom.
